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THE PRINCIPAL REFERENCE 

USED BY PLANNERS, ENVI-

RONMENTAL SPECIALISTS,

AUTHORS OF EIRS, ATTOR-

NEYS, ENVIRONMENTAL

SPECIALISTS, ACTIVISTS, 

AND OTHERS WHO DEAL 

WITH CEQA ISSUES AND

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

GUIDE TO CEQA is the 2006 edition of the non-legal 

and legal professionals’ guide to the California Envi-

ronmental Quality Act. Last updated and published in

1999, this ALL-NEW edition includes extensive analyses

of statutory changes, new CEQA Guidelines provisions, 

and voluminous case law that has been issued since

publication of the 1999 edition.

THIS NEW EDITION has been completely reorganized

and reformatted to make it more user friendly. It

presents an understandable, in-depth description 

of CEQA’s requirements for adequate review and

careful preparation of environmental impact reports

and other environmental review documents.

OF PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE is the authors’ 

interpretation of the Court of Appeal decision 

entitled Communities for a Better Environment 

v. California Resources Agency. Also, attention 

is given to the CEQA Guidelines and issues of 

day-to-day CEQA practice, such as regulatory 

standards and significant thresholds. New material 

is included pertaining to CEQA and the requirement

that water supply issues be addressed in EIRs.

• Introduction
• Public Policies Explicit 

and Implicit in CEQA
• Agencies Subject to CEQA
• Projects Subject to CEQA
• Exempt Activities
• Certified Regulatory 

Programs
• Application of CEQA
• The Initial Study
• Negative Declarations
• The EIR Process
• Substantive EIR Requirements
• Mitigation Measures 

and Alternatives
• Avoiding Redundancy 

in Preparing EIRs

• Projects Subject to 
Permit Streamlining 
Act Time Requirements

• Water Supply Planning
• Judicial Review
• Judicial Remedies

Appendices*
• CEQA Process Flow Chart
• Cross References for Some 

CEQA Guidelines Sections
• CEQA Guidelines Revisions
• SB 901 Water Code Provisions 
• Vehicle Trip Reduction Plans 

* Additional appendices 
(text of the Act and Guidelines) 
available at www.solano.com

chapters at a glance

A RESOURCE FOR THE MOST

SIGNIFICANT JUDICIAL DECI-

SIONS INTERPRETING THE ACT,

WITH EXPERT SUMMARIES 

AND COMMENTARY

Whitman F. Manley has
practiced land use and envi-
ronmental law since 1988. 
He joined Remy and Associates
in 1991 and became a partner 
in 1996. His practice focuses 
on advising and representing
public agencies, citizen groups,
and project applicants regard-
ing CEQA, NEPA, land use, 
air and water quality, and
endangered species matters.

Tina A. Thomas has 
practiced environmental 
law for more than 25 years. 
She joined Remy and Asso-
ciates in 1979 and became 
a partner in 1983. Her current
practice includes providing
advice and litigation repre-
sentation to project applicants,
local jurisdictions, planning 
consultants, and nonprofit
organizations.

James G. Moose has 
practiced environmental law
since 1985. He joined Remy 
and Associates in 1986 and
became a partner in 1990. 
His clients include public
agencies, project applicants,
planning consultants, and 
environmental groups, 
whom he represents both 
in the administrative process
and in litigation.

The authors are partners in the Sacramento law firm of Remy, Thomas, Moose and Manley, LLP

Their practice focuses on CEQA and other land use and environmental matters.
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